New species of Palaearctic Lonchaeidae 

Four new species of Palaearctic Lonchaeidae have recently been described, one in the genus Earomyia and three in the genus Lonchaea (MacGowan, I. 2004. New species of Palaearctic Lonchaeidae (Diptera). Dipterists Digest (Second Series) 11, 25-32).

Earomyia netherlandica, with a wing length of 4.5mm, is one of the largest members of the genus. The holotype came from near Amsterdam in the Netherlands, but the species is also known from southern England, where a female was collected in 1993.

Lonchaea absenta is described from a very old specimen (1897) from Novi Hovarth which may be in the present Serbia. With black squamal fringes and partly yellow legs it lies within the Lonchaea mallochi group of species.

Lonchaea tibialis is described from a single male taken by the Zoological Museum of Copenhagen expedition to Tunisia in 1988. It also shows relationships to the Lonchaea mallochi group of species but is distinguished in part by a yellow apical streak on the front tibiae, an unusual feature in Lonchaeidae.

Lonchaea germanica is described from a single male taken in 1905 at Bukow in Germany. With multiple rows of hairs on the cheeks, several stigmatical bristles and a hairy scutellum, it shows similarities to Lonchaea patens, a common and widespread European species.
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