Eristalinus aeneus  (Scopoli,1763)

syn.  Eristalis aeneus  Scopoli  in Coe (1953)
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STATUS / SCORE:
Scottish:   local  /  8


British: local  /  4

OCCURRENCE:
Tot.10K:   50    Tot.5K:  57    Recent 10K:   37     Tot.Rec.:   95
HABITAT
:
Coastal areas along rocky shores and saltmarsh.
BIOLOGY:
Saprophagous rat-tailed larvae found in brackish rock pools where decaying seaweeds occur.
BEHAVIOUR:
Adults seen basking on coastal paths and banks and visiting flowers.
FLIGHT PERIOD:
l.Mar.  <m.May – l.Aug.  >  m.Sept.  (Scot.)

l.Mar.  <  m.July-e.Sept.  >  e.Nov.  (Eng.)

ALT.  RANGE:
0m.  < 5-50m  >  75m.
DISTRIBUTION:
(E,I,S,W)  - Coastal species, widely distributed around Britain's coastline on rocky shores and saltmarshes.

FREQ. CHANGE:
10KSq.
Brit.  <1980  = 82 (0.344%)
1980>  = 124 (0.210%)

Scot.  <1980  = 18 (0.327%)
1980>  =  27 (0.211%)

<1900 = 1 (0.11%)  1900-59 = 7 (0.30%)  1960-79 = 13 (0.48%)  1980> = 27 (0.22%)

               Records
Scot.  <1980  = 33 (0.345%)
1980>  =  33 (0.132%)

<1900 = 1 (0.07%)  1900-59 = 9 (0.21%)  1960-79 = 23 (0.54%)  1980> = 33 (0.13%)
COMMENTS:
E.eristalinus appeared to be increasing in numbers and distribution up till 1980 but since then its numbers 

have apparently declined.

FIRST RECORD:
24th Aug. 1900  The Mound, Tongue  NH 76_98_ Col.J.W.Yerbury  see Scottish Naturalist (1913)







