Cheilosia grossa  (Fallen,1817)

Syn.  Cheilosia corydon  (Harris,1776)
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STATUS / SCORE:
Scottish:   uncommon  /  8



British:    local  /  4

OCCURRENCE:
Tot.10K:   69    Tot.5K:  70    Recent 10K:   55     Tot.Rec.:   109
HABITAT
:
Deciduous forest, open ground, woodland rides, glades and forest edges, especially marshes and wet meadows, poorly drained pastures, 

scrubland.

BIOLOGY:

Described and figured by Rotheray (1988, 1994).  The phytophagous larvae mine the stems and roots of various thistles (Cirsium 

palustre & vulgare & Carduus spp.).  This species overwinters as a puparium.

BEHAVIOUR:
Adults usually seen visiting Sallow blossom in the early spring, hovering 2-10 metres above ground level, beside bushes, hedges and 

especially flowiering trees, in sheltered situations, usually towards the middle of the day; females often seen flying fast and low over 

ground vegetation in clearings and along tracks.

FLOWERS VISITED:
Anemone nemorosa, Corylus, Prunus spinosa, Ranunculus spp., Salix ,Taraxacum
FLIGHT PERIOD:
28.Mar.  <  Apr.  >  m.May  (Scot.)


e.Mar.  <  l.Apr.  >  m.May  (Eng.)

ALT.  RANGE:
0m  <  25m - 150m  >  550m

DISTRIBUTION:
(E,I,S,W)  - Widespread in Scotland, although appears scarcer since few records are collected in early spring time.  In England records 

are scarce in Wales and SW England,possibly through lack of recording.

EUROPE:

Be. Bo. Cr. Cz. De. Es. Fi. Fr. Ge. Gr. It. La. Ma. Ne. No. Po. Ro. Se. Sl. Sd. Sz.

FREQ. CHANGE:
10KSq.
Brit.  <1980  = 79 (0.332%)
1980>  = 111 (0.188%)

Scot.  <1980  = 18 (0.327%)
1980>  =  36 (0.282%)

A = 3 (0.32%)  B =  7 (0.30%)  C = 9 (0.33%)  D = 36 (0.29%)

Records
Scot.  <1980  = 26 (0.261%)
1980>  =  47 (0.184%)

A = 5 (0.36%)  B = 12 (0.28%)  C = 9 (0.21%)  D = 47 (0.18%)
COMMENTS:
There appears to be a distinct decline in the distribution and numbers of this early spring species.  Adult records are scarce, because this 

very early spring species will not be looked for and also they tend to fly high amongst the upper branches of Sallow.  However the larvae can easily be found with a little effort in the stems of their common foodplants in the summer.

FIRST RECORD:
1871-72  Aberdeen, Rubislaw  NJ 90  W.A. Vice  see Scottish Naturalist (1873)






