Cheilosia albipila  Meigen,1838 
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STATUS / SCORE:
Scottish:   Local  /  16



British:    Local  /  4

OCCURRENCE:
Total 10K:   32     Total 5K:  25     Recent 10K:   25     Total.Rec.:   35
HABITAT:

Wetland/forest; Alnus/Salix carr, clearings, tracksides and other open areas in humid deciduous & coniferous forests. 
Occurs locally in fens, marshes and wet meadows, where its larval food plant occurs.

BIOLOGY:

Larvae described & figured (Rotheray,1988).  Larvae mine the stems of Cirsium palustre.

BEHAVIOUR:
Adults usually found visiting the blossum of Sallow catkins or sunbathing in sheltered spots where the sun is warm, 
or seen hovering 1-3m above bushes

FLOWERS VISITED:
Betula, Caltha,Cardamine, Corylus, Prunus spinosa, Ribes uva-crispa, Salix, Taraxacum, Tussilago, Vaccinum.

FLIGHT PERIOD:
15th Mar.  < l.May - e.June  >  4th Sep.  (Scot.)

e.Mar  < e.Apr. - m.May >  m.Sep.  (Eng.)

ALT.  RANGE:
0m.  <  0m. - 75m.  >  650m.

DISTRIBUTION:
(E,I,S,W)  - Widespread throughout Britain, although absent from north-west Scotland and the outer Isles. However, 
this is due to lack of collecting in the early Spring from these areas.

EUROPE:

Au. Be. Bo. Cr. Cz. De. Es. Fi. Fr. Ge. Gr. It. La. Li. Ma. Ne. No. Pl. Ro. Se. Sl. Sd. Sz.

FREQ. CHANGE:
10KSq.
Brit.  <1980  = 57 (0.239%)
1980>  = 145 (0.246%)

Scot.  <1980  =  9 (0.163%)
1980>  =  21 (0.164%)

A = 1 (0.11%)  B = 6 (0.25%)  C = 3 (0.10%)  D = 22 (0.16%)   E = 2 (0.06%)
Records
Scot.  <1980  = 11 (0.110%)
1980>  =  31 (0.090%)

A = 1 (0.07%)  B = 7 (0.16%)  C = 3 (0.07%)  D = 26 (0.09%)   E = 5 (0.11%0
COMMENTS:
The distribution of this species does not appear to have changed much over the past 100 years.  Being an early spring species it appears 

scarcer than records suggest.  There is a notable difference in the flight periods between Scotland and England. Most likely due to 

collecting effort.

FIRST RECORD:
1st June 1899  Swanston Hill, Edinburgh  NT 2467  W.E.Evans  see Scottish Nat. (1903)







