Anasimyia contracta  Claussen & Torp,1980
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STATUS / SCORE:
Scottish:
     S 3  /  32



British:     local  /  4

OCCURRENCE:
Tot.10K:   12     5K:   12     Recent 10K:   12     Tot.Rec.:   22
HABITAT:

Wetlands; ponds with Typha, especially in fenland.

BIOLOGY:

Larvae undescribed, but found between submerged sheaths of Typha.  They are of the "rat-tailed" type, living in ponds and ditches containing abundant decaying vegetation, especially Typha.

BEHAVIOUR:
Adults are found typically on marginal vegetation surrounding such water bodies, often on Iris pseudacorus, or seen with difficulty flying in and out of stands of sedges and reeds.  Adults known to feed on pollen of Typha.

FLOWERS VISITED:
Iris pseudocorus, Myosotis, Potentilla palustris, Ranunculus, Sorbus aucuparia, white umbellifers 

FLIGHT PERIOD:
l.May  <  e.July >  17.July  (Scot.)


m.May < m.June - l.July > m.Sep.  (Brit.)

ALT.  RANGE:
10m.  -  260m.

DISTRIBUTION:
(E,I,S,W)  - This is a rare species in Scotland, with only a few records mainly from central & southern Scotland.  However, it appears it could be widespread since records do exist for Culbin F., Nairn.  Most records are from low-lying areas.  In England, where it is far more common, it is more abundant in the east, with a tendency to be absent from chalk & limestone areas.

EUROPE:
Be. Cz. De. Es. Fi. Fr. Ge.It. La. Ne. No. Ro. Se. Sl. Sd. Sz.

FREQ. CHANGE:
10KSq.
Brit.  <1980  = 28 (0.118%)
1980>  = 181 (0.307%)

Scot.  <1980  =  0 (0.000%)
1980>  =   12 (0.072%)

A = 0 (0.00%)  B = 0 (0.00%)  C = 0 (0.00%)  D =  12 (0.09%)   E = 0 (0.00%)
              
Records
Scot.  <1980  =  0 (0.000%)
1980>  =  22 (0.051%)

A = 0 (0.00%)  B = 0 (0.00%)  C = 0 (0.00%)  D = 13 (0.05%)  E = 0 (0.00%)
COMMENTS:
Could be increasing in frequency throughout Britain, although there are very few records from Scotland.

However, since this species was only recently separated from A.transfuga (Stubbs,1981), earlier records are confused with that species. Recent records suggest it is twice as common as A.transfuga.

FIRST RECORD:
May 1978-82  Stirling, Airthrey L.  NS 8096  I.MacGowan  see Forth Naturalist & Historian (1981) 6









